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Think Spring!!!

President Lloyd Bogue
Where do I start?? It has been a very busy last 3 months for the
Gavel. With the Christmas season now behind us, we can now
start to think about the boating season ahead. Yea! The Month
of November started off with a bang! The GCBA Commanders
Ball at the Kalahari Resort honoring Commander Chris Aune
&Lady Gina was a fine event. Congrats once again to Chris and
his entire E-Board. November 19th we hosted a brunch at
Sandusky Yacht Club. Do to a sudden illness I was unable to attend. I would like to Thank Past International
Presidents Joel Kay & Lady Nancy for stepping up and taking care of this event for me. Rhonda & I appreciated
all of your efforts. Hats off to Commodore Tom Tucker and his staff at the Sandusky Yacht Club too! The meal
was fantastic! December brought another jam packed month of activities. On December 1 & 2 we attended the
I-LYA fall meeting in Westlake, Ohio to thank Commodore Andy Krotseng in his swan song event. We along
with District # 9 provided a pizza party for all of the attendees. Thanks to P/P Gene McKeown for making all of
the arrangements for the pizza. On December 8th we along with the IOBGA hosted our annual Christmas
Holiday Party at Lakeside Yacht Club with 40 people in attendance. Another Fantastic event at Lakeside
Yacht Club, thanks to Larry and his staff for providing us with a delicious meal. A basket raffle was also included in the evening’s activity along with a scrumptious cake to top it off. Thank you Rhonda for all of your hard
work in making this a special evening for all of us!
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I would like to Thank Dominique Sorbo for all of her hard work and service to our E-Board for the last 5
yrs. She has decided to step down from her position as the President Elect. We wish her luck in her future
endeavors. With that being said I would like to announce our new President Elect is Pat White from Chagrin
Lagoons Yacht Club. Pat is no stranger to our E-Board serving as an area Vice President for many years. I look
forward to serving with her in her new capacity. While I am talking about the Whites I would also like to thank
Ron White and P/P Warren Dempster for attending a Gavel Meeting at Fairport Harbor Yacht Club. We attended their monthly membership meeting in an effort to support the clubs blue gavel chapter.
It was a pleasure for Rhonda and me to also attend Atwood Yacht Clubs Blue Gavel chapters annual holiday
dinner on December 13th. What a beautiful club, and a wonderful membership that made us feel very, very
welcome. Thanks P/C Tom Simmelink for including us in your night’s activities. It was also enjoyable to induct a
new member into the gavel. Welcome P/C Jim Demuth! We look forward to seeing more new members from
Atwood Yacht Club in the near future.
By now everyone should have gotten this year’s (2018) dues billing from our treasurer John Sukis, I hope
that you will get it turned back in as soon as possible so we can stay ahead of the curve.
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As if we needed another project just to round out the month of January, we teamed up with The GCBA in
collecting “Hawaiian Shirts for Deployed Soldiers” at the Progressive Mid-American Boat Show. This was
a successful event thanks to the help of Ken Alvey and Bryan Rolsten from LEMTA. Guys we appreciated your
help! See our Pictures on the website. Speaking of our website HATS OFF to John Weirzchowski for keeping
up with all of the changes and updating to our site! Thanks again John!

February 16-18

I am glad to also announce that we now have a new Ohio Watershed area Vice President. Kris Truthan from
All Ports Yacht Club has now assumed these duties. Kris lives in Columbus and will be able to serve our chapters in this area. Weclome Aboard Kris!
The hits just keep coming, as we do every year we put together our annual Blue Blazer Event. This year is no
exception, except I screwed up on the date when I was putting together the yearly calendar and I forgot all
about Easter. Sooo the date that was previously published has been changed form March 25 th to the 11th.
Northeast Yacht Club will once again be the host club for this event. We have stuck to the Sunday afternoon
format as this seems to work for everyone. Thanks again to NEYC for allowing us to use your clubhouse for
our event. This is a fantastic event to show case the Blue Gavel to prospective new members and current
yacht club commodores. I have sent out over 100 invitations again this year in hopes of bringing District # 7
membership back to the top District in the country. I encourage you to do whatever you can to promote the
Blue Gavel within your yacht clubs! (continued……..page 2)

Upcoming Events:

AYC Commodores Ball
Perrysburg, OH

March 11
IOBG District 7 Blue Blazer—
Northeast Yacht Club

March 16-17 St. Patrick’s Day
Hyatt Arcade
Cleveland, OH
April 6-7
ILYA Spring Meeting
Perrysburg, OH

April —IOBGA District7 Nautica
Queen Cruise
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(President Lloyd Bogue…………….continued from page 1)
March is another busy month for us with the blue blazer and the St. Patty’s Day Parade almost back to back. We will once again be marching in the
Parade on March 17th in downtown Cleveland. See the enclosed flyer for further details. Once again thanks to Pat McIlwee for setting up all of the
details with the parade. We are also selling St. Patty’s Day Shirts for just $20 for regular sizes both men’s and ladies design. Double x sizes are just $2
more. Please send me your size and number of shirt request before February 28 th.
This is always a fun event with plenty of Irish beverages to make it even more enjoyable, so come on down to the arcade and join in on the fun!
April bring us closer to the start of the boating season, and what a better way to kick it off than a brunch cruise on the Nautica! The IOBGA is once
again putting together this fantastic event for all of us. For a mirror $33/pp you too can board the boat and enjoy the fellowship and friendship from
fellow members for a wonderful brunch and a nice 3 hour harbor tour. So gather your friends, family members & fellow yacht club members and give
Marianne Dempster (440-289-1216) a call to make your reservations. They would like to sell out the boat with 200 people this year! You won’t be
disappointed with the food or a Boat Ride!
Our district will have a busy summer again this year with many activities to support our International President Tony Durieaux. Our District will be
hosting the Regional Summer Meeting in Erie Pa. You will see a save the date flyer enclosed, but it is not too early to call (814-445-2005) the hotel and
make a room reservation. The host hotel is “The Sheraton Erie Bayfront” it is a fantastic hotel overlooking Erie harbor. The final details are being
worked out as we speak and will be ready to go very soon!
We have been doing the wine tour at Geneva for the past 6 years but this year we are changing it up. We will be doing a joint venture with District
#9 on September 28th & 29th at Sawmill Creek Resort. You can make your room reservation for this event too, buy calling the hotel at 1-800-729-6455
group ID # 5254 or use the online option at www.sawmillcreekresort.com Book Now –Group Rates-Group ID 5254 password 1085008686—log in—
Group Options--- got all of that?? To get on the bus for the Wine Tour please email lloydbogue@windstream.net Much More to come on this!
Wow I am out of breath! So much to write & so little paper! Watch our FaceBook page for updates or visit our District Webpage. By the time our
next Chatter comes out we will have our boats in the water and I hope enjoying a very wonderful summer on Lake Erie!

President Elect Pat White
I am very honored to be asked to move up to President Elect. I look
forward to working with the Bridge and members to make District 7
a success.
Please check our website for our 2018 events. It will be great to see
everyone and get together. It’s important for all of us to work together and build a strong foundation for District 7. I look forward to
seeing everyone this coming summer.
Please feel free to contact me if I can be of any help or if you have any
questions.You can email me at ronpatdale@roadrunner.com
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First VP Kathryn McCarthy
I hope everyone is surviving the cold winter days and trying to stay healthy. It
seems this year, so many people have gotten ill. I was one of them, but I think I’m
finally on the mend. If you’re like my husband and I, you’ve been counting down
the days till spring launch; just can’t come soon enough, (about 80+ days for us!)
Until then, there are still several events to participate in. I know many of you
will be attending the AYC Commodore’s Ball in Perrysburg this month. Unfortunately I could not attend, but I’m told this is a fantastic event. I hope everyone
attending has a great time.
March brings us to the St. Patrick’s Day parade and hospitality room downtown
where everyone can be Irish for the day! Be sure to join in on the fun.
April is the IOBG D7 Auxiliary’s outing on the Nautica Queen on April 22nd.
Come join us for a fantastic brunch and cruise on the Nautica. Get a group together from your club. The Auxiliary would love to fill the boat. Tickets are only
$33.00 per person. This a great kick off to boating season, for most of us, right
before our spring launch.
May will be the Memorial Day Ceremony at the USS Cod. More information
about that will be sent out soon.
Lastly, our area Vice Presidents are attempting to collect dues from our membership. If you haven’t paid your 2018 dues, we ask that you do so and continue to
support the IOBG-D7. Remember, you earned membership in IOBG by serving as
a Past Commodore of your individual club. The purpose of IOBG is to preserve
the proven traditions, customs and ethic of yachting for those yet to come. With
your continued support, you can help us keep those traditions going.

Cleveland West VP Lewie Kuhn
Spring is right around the corner. Boats go in the water in less then
8 weeks.
Just a reminder if your club has any special events you would like
us to include in the Chatter please forward them to me and I will
make sure they get included in our next publication. Another reminder if you have not sent your dues in yet for the year please do
so as soon as possible. This year Blue Gave is doing a wine tour in
our area out of Sawmill Creek. Going by bus to the local wineries.
This will be a good event, taking place this September, mark your
calendars and invite your friends. Please check our web site of all
upcoming events and the latest news.

Cleveland West
V.P. Lewie Kuhn, VBC
kuhnfabinc@aol.com
440-823-0103
Beaver Creek Boat Club
Beaver Park Yacht Club
Huron Yacht Club
Laguna Yacht Club
Lorain Sailing & Yacht Club
Vermilion Boat Club
Vermilion Harbor Yacht Club
Vermilion Yacht Club
Westlake Yachting Club
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Ohio Watershed VP—Kris Truthan

“Home is where the anchor drops.” That’s a pretty accurate
statement, I am a person that needs to be around water, no
deserts for me! I was sworn in at the Mid-America Boat Show
by District 7 President Lloyd Bogue but I’ve been busy since
the time I was asked accept this position. I’ve researched each
of the clubs in this the watershed and have contacted all of
them at least once. A couple clubs, including Scioto Boat Club,
are celebrating milestone years and Larry and I have been invited to attend various events at these clubs. Scioto Boat
Club is celebrating 90 years and to make it even better, they
are only about a mile and a half from our home! In researching the clubs, I’ve learned when/where/how they began, the
activities their members enjoy and how they structure their
clubs. They may not be club you are familiar with but they are
clubs worth getting to know. Several of these clubs have restaurant and bar operations
open year round (Buckeye Lake, Scioto, Atwood, Lake Milton) and they have beautiful
clubhouses. Check them out on Facebook or the web, you may want to arrange to visit
for dinner as they’d make a great winter’s Sunday or Saturday drive.
As much as a water and boating. person as I am, I actually love to watch it snow (note
that didn’t say I like COLD!) so while I’m enjoying our snowy days, I’m ready for boating! We’re looking forward to attending events and meeting many new people. Feel free
to contact me at truthank@gmail.com.
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Cleveland East VP Ron White
I don’t know about you but I am ready for winter to be over and
for summer to begin. Let’s get the wax and cleaner out soon for
our 2018 boating season.
V.P. Ron White CWHYC
Al Koran Mariners Yacht Club
Chagrin Lagoons Yacht Club
Chagrin River Yacht Club
Island West Yacht Club
Lake County Yacht Club
West Channel Yacht Club
Members-at-Large

I will have the pleasure of attending the AYC Ball this month. It will
be a great event and I am looking forward to attending. IOBG has
many events planned for this coming year. Please take some time
and try to attend as many of the upcoming events as you can.
I would like to welcome our new members to District 7 from
Mentor Harbor Yachting Club and Fairport Yacht Club. We are
continuing to have a strong membership in District 7. If you haven’t already paid your 2018 dues, please get them in asap.
Please let me know if I can be of help to you.
My email is ronpatdale@roadrunner.com

Cleveland Central VP Tim Yearick
It was just a couple months ago I was thinking the Holidays are right around
the corner and now spring outfitting is right around the corner. I hope everyone had a happy and healthy Holiday Season. This spring looks to be a
busy one in District 7 starting with Blue Blazer Social on March 11th at
Northeast Yacht Club and St. Pat’s Parade on the 17th. Be sure to look at
the District 7 website for a complete listing of the events schedule for this
spring.
It won’t be long before we are working on our boat, getting them ready for
the water! Hope to see you all at these fun events and don’t forget to get
your payment in if you haven’t done so already.
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President IOBGA Auxiliary – Rhonda Rich

District 7 auxiliary has had a busy year so far. We joined the gavel at Sandusky Yacht Club for Sunday Brunch on November 19 th and hosted
a Christmas Party at Lakeside Yacht Club on December 8th. Forty people attended the Christmas party and enjoyed great food and fellowship. In March we will assist the gavel with our annual Blue Blazer event, inviting past commodores to see what we are all about. This event
is great for attracting potential members for the gavel and auxiliary. On March 17 th we will be marching in the St Patrick’s Day Parade in
downtown Cleveland. Plan to join us at our hospitality room at the Arcade. On April 22nd we have our annual brunch on the Nautica
Queen. This is always a fun event and well attended. Last year we had over 100 enjoy the food and ride through Cleveland Harbor. The
cost in only $33.00 per person. Make your reservations with Marianne Dempster 440-289- 1216 soon as this fills up fast. As I mentioned in
my last article District 7 has taken on a new project. We are donating books to children throughout our area. This year we chose Bio Med
a start-up school in Portage County. This school is for middle school aged children interested in math and sciences. We have received a
wish list of books the school would like in their library. We will purchase some books and plan an event around donating the books. This
will help the school and will get our name out in the community in a positive way. Stay tuned for pictures and more on this project.

Northeast VP –OPEN

Ashtabula Yacht Club
Fairport Harbor Yacht Club
Grand River Yacht Club
Mentor Harbor Yachting Club
Mentor Lagoons Yacht Club
River's Edge Yacht Club
The Captains Yacht Club
Western Reserve Yacht Club
Zem Zem Sailors Yacht Club
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2018 IOBG Dues Notice
IOBG Dues $68.00

$ ________

IOBGA Dues $10.00

$ ________

Humanitarian Fund Donation (Optional)

$________

Total Amount Enclosed

$________

Mail to:
IOBG D7 Treasurer
John Sukis
27563 Hemlock Drive
Westlake, OH 44145

Please list all of the following for Roster Information:
Name: ___________________________________________________________
Spouse: __________________________________________________________
P/C of which Yacht Club: _____________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________________________
State: ___________
Zip: ________________
Phone Number: _____________________________________________________
Email address: _______________________________________________________
Spouse email address:_________________________________________________

2018 Slate of Officers
President—Lloyd Bogue
President Elect—Pat White
First Vice President—Kathryn McCarthy
Secretary—Warren Dempster
Treasurer—John Sukis
District Director—Debbie Light
Advisor to District Director—Rich McKee
Cleveland East Vice President—Ron White
Cleveland Central Vice President—Tim Yearik
Cleveland West Vice President—Lewie Kuhn
Northeast Vice President—Open
Northwest Vice President—Patrick Waitkus
Pennsylvania Vice President—Charlie Miller
Ohio Watershed—Kris Truthan
Supply Officer—OPEN
Chatter Editor—Pat McIlwee
Website—John Wierschowski

2017-2018 DISTRICT 7
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

February 10th

E-Board Meeting @ Inter City Yacht Club 10 AM

February 16th-18th

AYC Commodore’s Ball- Perrysburg, OH

March 16th -17th

St. Patrick’s Parade Cleveland-Hotel location TBA

March 11th

Blue Blazer @ North East Yacht Club 2-4 PM

April 6th-7th

I-LYA Spring Meeting- Perrysburg

April 22nd

IOBGA Nautica Brunch Cruise (reservation required)

May 10th

E-Board Meeting @ 7pm Lakeside YC

May 28th

Memorial Day Ceremony at the USS COD 9AM

June 6 - 8

International Meeting Portland

June 22nd-24th

GCBA Rendezvous-Huron Boat Basin

June 23rd

District 7 Cocktail Party-GCBA Rendezvous 2-3:30 PM

August 8th-12th

I-LYA Power Regatta-PIB

August 11th

IOBG Cocktail Party @ PIBYC, District 7, 9, &25 Time TBA

August 16th-18th

IOBG International Summer Meeting Erie PA

September 6th

E-Board Meeting@ 7pm Location TBA

September 28-29

Wine Tour- D-7 & 9 @ SAWMILL (reservation required)

October 13th

D-7 Change of Watch- FCYC Election

October17-20

IOBG- International Meeting,Venice, FL

Please join IOBGA District 7 for a Brunch Cruise on The Nautica Queen.

Sunday April 22, 2018 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Boarding time is 12:00 p.m.
Adults $33.00 per person
Buffet includes:
Fresh Fruit Compote
Mixed Greens with Dressing
Assorted Sweet Rolls, Danish and
Croissants with Butter and Jam
Side Salads
Chef's Choice of Carving - Beef, Ham, or Turkey
French Toast or Waffles with Maple Syrup
Grilled Bacon and Sausage
Blintzes with Fruit Toppings
Home Fried Potatoes
Fluffy Scrambled Eggs
Pasta du jour
Breast of Chicken du jour
Dessert
Choice of Coffee, Tea or Iced Tea
Cash Bar
For reservations contact Marianne Dempster at marianne.dempster@yahoo.com or
440-289-1216
Seating is limited, please reserve early. Reservations and payment due by April 10,
2018
Please make checks payable to IOBGA District 7
Payment may be sent to: Marianne Dempster- 33545 Lori Ann Dr., Eastlake, Ohio
44095

International Order of Blue Gavel District 7
176th Cleveland St. Patrick’s Day Parade
When: Satruday March 17th, 2018
Where: Downtown Cleveland, Ohio
Cost: $20. Per person parade donation
Parade starts at 1:04 pm
We will be gathering at the staging area between East 18th street and East 21st street on Superior at approximately 12:30 pm.
Dress: Winter uniform-Blue Blazer/Grey slacks/White shirt/Tie
All members of the International Order of the Blue Gavel and Auxiliary are invited to march
in the parade. We will be making a donation to the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee
(included in $20. Cost)
Please join us before and after the parade at the Hyatt Regency at the Arcade in the District 7
hospitality room for corned beef and some fine Irish hospitality.
RSVP: President Lloyd Bogue: lloydbogue@windstream.net by 3/7/18.
Don’t forget to order your IOBG St. Patty’s Day shirts by 2/28/18. Men’s & Ladies
styles.
Med. & Lg. are $20.
XX & XXX are $22. Email President Bogue with size and
style.

International Order of Blue
Gavel District 7

Chatter Editor
Pat McIlwee
2959 East Erie Avenue
Lorain, Ohio 4405
Phone: 216-214-6111
E-mail: patmcilwee@gmail.com

www.iobgdistrict7.com

D7 Area Vice Presidents
Cleveland West
Lewie Kuhn
kuhnfabinc@aol.com
440-823-0103
Northwest
V.P Patrick Waitkus

pwaitkus@yahoo.com
216.701.2989

www.iobgdistrict7.com
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V.P. Lloyd Bogue
lloydbogue@windstream.net
440-812-4242
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Kathryn McCarthy
kmccarthy725@yahoo.com
440-257-3617
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Warren Dempster, TCYC
wcyc40@yahoo.com
440-725-7731
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john@sukiscpa.com
440-570-4921
District Director
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216-973-1076
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Rich McKee Jr., SSCC
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